6                                    FOR PACIFISTS
we are unable even to draw Euclid's line on a blackboard.
But even a geometrician finds it impossible to get on with-
out bearing in mind Euclid's definitions. Nor may we
dispense with the fundamental propositions on which the
doctrine of Satyagraha is based.
'Young India, 8-10-'25
Mutual trust and mutual love are no trust and no
love. The real love is to love them that hate you, to love
your neighbour even though you distrust him. I have
sound reasons for distrusting the English official world.
If my love is sincere, I must love the Englishman in spite
of my distrust. Of what avail is my love, if it be only so
long as I trust my friend? Even thieves do that. They
become enemies immediately the trust is gone.
Harijan, 3-3-'46
We have not been able yet to discover the true mea-
sure of the innumerable properties of an article of daily
use like water. Some of its properties fill us with wonder.
Let us not, therefore, make light of a force of the subtlest
kind like ahimsa, and let us try to discover its hidden
power with patience and faith. Within a brief space of
time we have carried to a fairly successful conclusion a
great experiment in the use of this force. As you know
I have not set much store by it. Indeed I have hesitated
even to call it an experiment in. ahimsa. But according
to the legend, as Rama's name was enough to float stones,
even so the movement carried on in the name of ahimsa
brought about a great awakening in the country and car-
ried us ahead. It is difficult to forecast the possibilities
when men with unflinching faith carry this experiment
further forward. Our usual experience is that in most
cases non-violence is the real antidote of violence, and it
is safe to infer from it that the highest violence can be
met by the highest non-violence.
Harijan, 28-7-'40